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Dr. Steed Davidson
“The Hazards and Opportunities of Sola Scriptura for Caribbean Biblical Interpretation”
The Zenas Gerig Memorial Lecture for 2017

Steed Vernyl Davidson is associate professor of Hebrew Bible/ Old 
Testament at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. A native of 
Trinidad and Tobago, he earned a PhD in Hebrew Bible from Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, an STM from Boston University 
and both MA and BA from the University of the West Indies.

His work centers on deploying postcolonial theory as a means of 
interrogating aspects of power in the Bible, biblical interpretation, and 
use of Scriptures in contemporary cultures. He is the author of Empire 
and Exile: Postcolonial Readings of the Book of Jeremiah (2011) and the

co-editor of Islands, Islanders, and the Bible: RumiNations (2015). Davidson’s current research 
focuses on the oracles against the nations in the Prophetic Books in light of contemporary 
challenges of the nation-state. 

Dr. Davidson was an ordained minister in the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the 
Americas before becoming an elder in the United Methodist Church (USA). He served churches 
in St. Vincent, his native Tobago, as well as in the New York Annual Conference of the UMC 
in Manhattan and Long Island.   

Dr. Garnett Roper
“Response to Dr. Steed Davidson”

Garnett Roper is President and Lecturer in Theology at Jamaica 
Theological Seminary. He is an ordained pastor in the Missionary 
Church Association, Jamaica and is well–known throughout the 
Caribbean as a communicator on social, political, and religious 
issues. He holds a PhD from the University of Exeter and he is the 
author of Caribbean Theology as Public Theology (2013) and This is
the Year of Jubilee (2012). He co-edited (with J. Richard Middleton) 
A Kairos Moment for Caribbean Theology (2013)
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